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■inside 

TAXING TIMES 

A Pelham Business Association economic 
forum on the Harmonized Sales Tax that 
comes into effect on Canada Day drew 
plenty of comments for and against the con¬ 
troversial new tax. At the same time, small 
businesses were told how to prepare for the 
change. 

See story page 8 
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■ FENWICK FLOSSIE: Local weather prognasticator calls It 

Winter to stay 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

Brace yourself. Six more weeks 
of winter lie ahead. 

Fenwick Flossie crawled out of 
her hutch. Looked around. Saw 
her shadow and predicted a six- 
week chill. 

For the 17th year, the Fenwick 
Lions and Lioness clubs wel¬ 
comed children to Centennial 
Park to continue a Groundhog 
Day tradition Tuesday morning. 

“It seems to get bigger each 
year,” said Rob Henson, who 
coordinated the event for the 
lions Club. 

“When I first started with the 
club we only had four or five cars 
in the parking lot,” he said. “Now 
we have to control the traffic.” 

More than 250 children from 
St. Ann Catholic School and E.W. 
Farr Memorial School in Fenwick 
as well as Maple Crest Early 
School and Fonthill Montessori 
School called on Flossie to come 

“Flossie, Flossie, Flossie," the 
youngsters yelled to encourage 
the 180-pound rodent who 
struggled out of a snow-and- 
branch covered den beside the 
Lions club house. 

For the first time, she was 
sporting sunglasses to prepare 
for the bright sun of Fenwick. 


It was her fashion statement 
for the new decade. 

Mayor Dave Augustyn told the 
crowd Flossie may appreciate 
more snow because she was 
planning to go to the Vancouver 
Olympics to join her distant 
cousin Mukmuk, a marmot and 
mascot for the winter games. 

Games sites have had a short¬ 
age of snow, he said. 

However, when he asked the 
children which they preferred, 
longer winter or early spring, 
they cheered for the latter. 

Henson said Flossie has put on 
weight after stuffing herself to 
her hibernation. 

“We’ll have to get her a gym 
membership,” he said. 

Lion Mike Hunter suggested 
starting her on a search for roots 
and nuts and getting some exer¬ 
cise in the fields when her hiber¬ 
nation ends. 

The Lions handed out prizes to 
children who participated in a 
Flossie colouring contest and 
treated them to hot chocolate 
and chocolate chip cookies. 

The children enjoy this and so 
do the parents, said Hunter. A 
mother told him at the event she 
has brought her children there 
for 10 years. 


See Flossiel page 2 
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■ INPUT WELCOME: Speak now or forever hold your peace 

Plenty of noise being made about bylaw 


WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

Kids call for Flossie to come out of her Lions Club den in Fenwick’s Centennial Park. 


Groundhogs in 

FROM PAGE 1 

Children were pre-schoolers there 
with parents and grandparents on 
what was a mild winter day. 

Flossie walked around talking to 
children and posing for pictures for 
the media and families. 

Flossie’s prediction of a longer 


■localbrief 

TOUGH TRUCK ATENDER ISSUE 

Ward 1 Coun. Jim Lane questioned a lim¬ 
ited tender for a large truck. 

The town received two bids on a tender 
“for a 2010 model year 41,000 lb GVWR 
International 7400 Series SFA 4x4 cab and 
chassis and related maintenance equip- 

Both came from Archer Truck Centres in 
Welland and St. Catharines. The Welland one 
of $185,738 was less than the $186,004.35 
submission by St. Catharines. 

Lane asked, during the general committee 
portion of the Monday’s meeting, why not 
open it up to other trucks such as those built 
by Ford or General Motors? 

The truck would be part "of a fleet of 
medium duty dump style trucks all equipped 
with sand and salt distributors; snow plows 
and plow wings for use during snow fall and 


agreement 

winter matches those of more 
famous, but undersized groundhogs, 
such as Wiarton Willie in Ontario, 
Punxsutawney Phil in Pennsylvania 
and Shubebacadie Sam in Nova 
Scotia. 

wcampbellQwellandtribune.ca 


ice events.” In summer they would haul con¬ 
struction materials for road maintenance, 
said a staff report. 

Trucks are replaced on a 13-year basis. 

Kelly Walsh, director of community and 
infrastructure services, said the town has a 
history of low maintenance on this make of 
truck, which it hasn't had with others. 

“There are only a certain amount of man¬ 
ufacturers around who manufacture large 

In answer to a question from Ward 3 
Coun. Peter Papp, chief administrative offi¬ 
cer Martin Yamich said the tendering pro¬ 
cess did follow the town's procurement pro¬ 
cedure. 

Ward 2 Coun. Dave Emmons said he 
would like to see the bidding open to other 

The report was forwarded to the next 
council meeting for approval. 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

If you want to make yourself 
heard on this issue, speak 
softly. 

Pelham town council will 
post a proposed revision to the 
town's noise bylaw on its web¬ 
site for comment. You have 
until March 15 to whisper your 
suggestions in the ear to your 
town councillors or gently tap 
out messages to town staff. 

Staff will bring a report 
reviewing the comments on 
the proposed bylaw to coun¬ 
cil’s March 15 meeting. 

Chief administrative officer 
Martin Yamich said town coun¬ 
cil could then determine 
whether a public meeting is 
needed to discuss the bylaw 
further. It was presented at 
Monday’s town council meet¬ 
ing. It updates a 1981 noise 
control bylaw. 

Planning director Craig Lar- 
mour, in a written report to the 
general committee, said after a 
review of noise bylaws in other 
communities, town staff sug¬ 
gest one based on “hours of 
operation.” 

The other major option 
would involve sound-measur¬ 
ing equipment and qualified 
staff that would be more 
expensive. 

“While the hours-of-opera- 
tion model is less scientific, it 
does provide the public with 


clear dos and dorits making it 
clear how the bylaw may be 
enforced,” Larmour said. 

The new bylaw would estab¬ 
lish more standard time frames 
during which noise is prohib¬ 
ited. It separates residential 
construction or renovation by 
an owner from work by a con- 

“There are two changes that 
have been openly discussed in 
council during the past year,” 
he said in his report. 

They are operation of snow 
removal equipment in residen¬ 
tial areas as well as mechanical 
air drying equipment for car 
washes. In residential areas, 
motorized snow removal 
equipment use would be pro¬ 
hibited between 11 p.m. and 7 
a.m. and operation of a com¬ 
mercial car wash at all times. 

The proposed bylaw simi¬ 
larly frowns on exuberant 
expressions of happiness — 
persistent and repetitive yell¬ 
ing, shouting, hooting, whis¬ 
tling or singing — between 9 

Similarly, you should keep 
your toys — model planes, 
trains and automobiles — 
quiet between 7 p.m. and 9 

And don’t try to get an early 
start on replacing your shingles 
at the crack of dawn. The bylaw 
prohibits “the operation or use 
of any tool for the purpose of 
property maintenance from 11 


p.m. to 8 a.m. (Monday to Sat¬ 
urday) and (to) 9 a.m. on Sun¬ 
days or statutory holidays” in a 
residential area. 

At Monday’s council meet¬ 
ing, Ward 2 Coun. Sharon Cook 
said "a change in the bylaw was 
long overdue.” 

However, she said the one 
now suggested requires more 
clarity to show what exactly is 
changed from the old one. 

In particular, she said the 
section about Sundays was 
unclear. Today, Saturdays and 
Sundays “whether we like it or 
not are more commercial” than 
in the past. 

Mayor Dave Augustyn said 
the town should post the bylaw 
on its website and see what 
people say. 

“The staff can then come 
back with a more holistic 
report,” he said. 

Ward 3 Coun. John Durley 
asked if there would be a 
public meeting for the public 
to comment. 

Larmour said the intention is 
to allow the public to provide 
comments and they may come 
to the March 15 meeting. 

Ward 3 Coun. Peter Papp, 
who joked that his dog may be 
on the noise list, said “we are 
leaving our options open so we 
can shape a contemporary 
bylaw” and one the town can 

wcampbell@wellandtribune.ca 
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EARTHQUAKE RELIEF: St. Ann Catholic School staff show their true colours 


WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photos 

Clockwise from top left: Student council president Hannah Zamora dyes the hair of principal Jerry Scaringi; Rev. Paul MacNeil of St. Ann Catholic Church has his hair coloured green by school 
secretary Christine Dionne-Taylor, who had her hair dyed red; Teacher Angela Ventresca, with her own hair streaked blond and red, works on teacher Paul Fanfara; Students Megan Benson, left, and 
Kalyna McIntosh dye the hair of teachers Mary Simmonds, left, and Denise Plummer; Principal Scaringi shows off his new look to students; Showing off their new colours are: front from left, Jes¬ 
sica Mastroianni, Dionne-Taylor, Ventresca and Christina Jackson and, back from left, Mary Simmonds, Rev. MacNeil, principal Scaringi and Fanfara. 


'Small school with a big heart’ feels for Haiti 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 
PelhamNEWS Staff 

It started with an idea from stu- 

“We wanted to do something to 
help the people,” said St. Ann stu- 
dent council co-president 
Hannah Zamora about the devas¬ 
tating earthquake in Haiti. 

“As a Catholic school we felt it 
was important we help them 
whatever way we can.” 

The fundraiser got rolling last 


week with a goal of about $400 — 
just more than $2 per student in 
Fenwick school of 163 students 
drawn from 103 families. 

Principal Jerry Scaringi took up 
the students’ challenge of having 
his hair dyed if they exceeded 
$500. 

It triggered a response that say 
the paper thermometer in the 
school’s hallway continue to rise. 

As the total increased, other 
staff and St. Ann parish priest Rev. 
Paul MacNeil took the hair-dye 


pledge to encourage a push over 

$1,000. 

By last Wednesday morning, the 
total reached $1,782.58 in less 
than a week. 

Scaringi said the money will be 
sent to Niagara Catholic District 
School Board and then onto 
Canadian Catholic Organization 
for Development and Peace. 

The federal government will 
match donations as part of the 
Haiti relief project. 

Niagara Catholic schools have 


raised more than $80,000. 

The principal praised a gymna¬ 
sium full of excited students gath¬ 
ered last Wednesday morning for 
the hair dying. 

“I’m proud of your kindness 
and generosity you have shown,” 
he said. 

“You can see what we can do as 
a school. We are having fun today 
but you have to remember the 
reason we are doing this,” he said 
about the suffering the Haitian 
people are facing. 


“St. Ann is a small school with a 
big heart. We are the litde school 
that could and did.” 

The principal had his hair dyed 
blue and red. 

Others participating in the stu¬ 
dent-led dye-in were Angela Ven¬ 
tresca, Jessica Mastroianni, Mary 
Simmonds, Paul Fanfara, Chris¬ 
tine Dionne-Taylor, Christina 
Jackson, Maureen Coyne and 
Denise Plummer. 

wcampbell@wellandtribune. ca 
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■perspective 

Wayne Campbell 


Sure, it's silly 

F enwick Flossie remains a great 
piece of community entertain- 

Each Feb. 2, the overgrown ground¬ 
hog crawls out of her hutch at the 
Fenwick Lions Club hall in Centennial 
park. 

A chant of “Flossie, Flossie, Flossie" 
from a couple of hundred of young 
children from schools in Fenwick and 
Fonthill draws out the rodent. 

Putting her best dramatic skills to 
work, she draws out her role. 

She crawls from a den of packed 
snow, sometimes brought from the 
Pelham Arena, and through evergreen 
branches across the entrance. 

Slowly, with deliberation, she looks 
for her shadow - if she sees it we’re in 
for six more weeks of winter, if she 
doesn’t we can expect an early spring. 

On Tuesday, she saw it putting us 
on the road to six more weeks of ice 

At least, that’s what the tradition 

The Fenwick Lions Club, with 17 
years of practise, has made this 
tongue-in-cheek event a highlight of 
the year in Fenwick. 

Children and adults look forward to 
the midwinter entertainment in the 
village’s main park. 

Young children, not much more 
than toddlers, will remember meeting 
Flossie and shaking her paw. 

They will fondly recall the Lions 
sponsored colouring contest, which 
has many winners who walk away 
with toys. 

They will remember the taste of hot 
chocolate and chocolate chip cookies 
for years. There is nothing like a 
warming gift on a cold day. 

When they are teenagers, of course, 
they will turn to the routine “I’m too 
old for that silliness.” 

See PERSPECTIVE | Page 11 


comment 

Do Not Enter’gone for good 


I t’s been bugging me for a 
couple of years. 

And, maybe you never even 
noticed it, but subliminally it 
may have had an effect. If it 
did, it was the incorrect mes¬ 
sage for our town hall. 

What am I talking about? 

The “Do Not Enter” sign in 
front of Pelham town hall. 

You see, last week Charter 
Commercial Contractors of St. 
Catharines began work on the 
addition and renovation to 
town hall. And, last Thursday, 
Dean Allison, our member of 
Parliament; Don Ward, Char¬ 
ter’s president; all of Pelham 
council and I ceremonially 
broke ground on the 
1,200-square-foot addition to 
Pelham town hall. 

We are extending the life 
expectancy of our municipal 
building to ultimately provide 
better, more efficient service to 
you and your neighbours. 

How? 

While the addition will 
become the town’s new council 
chambers will also allow for a 
multi-use meeting space. This 
flexible, fully-accessible area 
will be available for commu- 


S Dave Augustyn 

_MAYORALVIEW 

nity groups to use to the fullest. 

Since it will be easily adapt¬ 
able, it could be used for public 
meetings, open houses, work¬ 
shops, training sessions, small 
group discussions, and a multi¬ 
tude of other gatherings. 

The renovation will convert 
the former chamber into three 
offices and another meeting 

While we re-organized and 
renovated most of the rest of 
town hall over the last two 
years, this final renovation will 
ultimately create the space for 
a couple of much-needed and 
fully-budgeted staff. 

The first, a construction 
inspector, will oversee town 
infrastructure projects and res¬ 
idential developments to 
ensure they follow all town 
guidelines and rules. 

The second, a computer IT 
specialist, will help bring our 
computer systems into the 21st 
century. 


Finally, the addition will 
allow for the construction of a 
second floor on top of the 
chamber in case it will be 
required in the future. 

The project will cost an esti¬ 
mated $380,000 of which 
$160,000 is provided through 
the federal government’s Com¬ 
munity Adjustment Fund 
(CAF). The funding will help 
provide work for local workers 
and provide a boost to Niaga¬ 
ra’s economy over the period of 
construction. 

But what about the “Do Not 
Enter” sign? 

Well, the addition will extend 
the building to the north, and 
will remove the sweeping, 
curved driveway around the 
building. You will recall that 
driveway was “One Way Only.” 

With that driveway gone, we 
will also remove the “Do Not 
Enter” sign. 

Now, the message will be 
correct for your town hall — 
“Please enter." 

You may contact Mayor Dave 
Augustyn at mayordave@ 
pelham.ca or read past col¬ 
umns at www.pelhammayor- 
dave.blogspot.com. 



Letters to the editor 

Allison misses mark 

With all due respect to Mr. 
Allison [A full schedule in the 
Niagara West constituency, by 
MP Dean Allison), he misses 
the point entirely. 

For me and for many other 
Canadians, the point is that he 
should be in Ottawa. His par¬ 
ticipation in pre-budget “con¬ 
solations” is no consolation to 
those of us who see the proro- 


racy denied, accountability 
evaded and debate on the 
issues of the day avoided. 

Diane Rawsthorn 
Fonthill 

Author grateful 

Thank you so much for writ¬ 
ing such a great article. I really 
appreciate the number of 
times you put in the photos 


and the exposure in both The 
Tribune and PelhamNEWS. 

I’ve had a lot of interest — 
some book orders and lots of 
hits on my website. 

Megan Milani 

Principal, E.W. Farr 

GIVE US 
Y OUR VIEWS | 

pelhamnews@wellandtribune.ca 


Public transit a 
marathon issue 


R egional council met at a special 
committee-of-the-whole meet¬ 
ing last Thursday to review a staff 
report on the initiation of a public 
transit system in Niagara. 

A marathon session was held as the 
meeting went well past the 11 p.m. 
curfew with only a cautious decision 
to move forward peni 


rd pending further 



Brian Baty 

REGIONAL VIEW 


The council did support a vision 
for transit in Niagara: 

• Public transit services will form an 
important and integral component of 


key element in growth plans; 

• Niagarans will be provided afford¬ 
able and reliable transit services to 
conveniently access places of work 
and major activities in the urban 

• The cost for providing such a 
system will be distributed in a fair and 
equitable manner; 

• Inter-municipal transit services 
will be provided to connect Niagara 
residents to the surrounding munici¬ 
palities, regions and the Greater 
Toronto area. 

The plan presented recommended 
initial service in the “triangle” area 
connecting the largest urban centres 
—Welland, Niagara Falls and St.Cath- 
arines. Given the population densities 
in these three municipalities, it is logi¬ 
cal to expect an initial high volume of 
ridership. In some ways a basic ser¬ 
vice already exists connecting stu¬ 
dents to Brock University and the two 
campuses of Niagara College. Second¬ 
ary feeder connections would be con¬ 
sidered at a later stage to connect to 
hubs in smaller communities. 

The arrival of GO bus service in 
Niagara this year with GO train ser¬ 
vice during the summer months has 
been well received by Niagarans and 
discussions are already underway to 
consider possible year-round com¬ 
muter train service as soon as 2016. It 
is felt that this provincial initiative 
might hasten Niagara’s plans for inter¬ 
municipal transit. 

The major stumbing block is that 
transit is the domain of local munici¬ 
palities; not the region. To gain that 
function there would be need for a 
“triple majority vote”. That is, the 
majority of the 31 regional councillors 
would have to support it; the majority 
of the 12 local municipalities would 
have to support it and those munici¬ 
palities’ populations would have to 
represent the majority of citizens. 

See BATY | Page 11 
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Reflecting on Salinger’s Caulfield 


I .D. Salinger died last week. 

91. Good run for any man. 

J.D., of course, wrote one of the 
most famous and influential novels in 
the history of American literature, The 
Catcher in the Rye. 

The book, released in 1951 and 
described often as “the voice of a gen¬ 
eration,” remains a landmark to such 
an extent that, even if you’ve never 
read a page of it, you’ve seen its influ¬ 
ence in a hundred movies that pull 
from J.D.’s intensely personalized style 
and his outlook on teenage alienation. 

Fifty-nine years later, the book still 
sells a quarter-million copies a year. A 
quarter-million. And, in the same way 
that not everybody in North America 
knows all about every adventure of 
Huckleberry Finn, just about every¬ 
body is quite aware of who Huck Finn 
is; just about everybody is familiar 
with the phrase, “the catcher in the 
rye” and has at least the gut feeling 
that the catcher was not a happy 
camper. 

So J.D. Salinger died a famous man. 
But not a happy camper. 

His hero/anti-hero in the book, one 
Holden Caulfield, was an "eloquently 
grumpy teenager — neurotic, judg¬ 
mental, vulnerable, astute, yearning 

These things, and the kid’s “over¬ 
wrought disinclination for social 
interaction,” although within at least 
the outer range of normal, in a teen¬ 
ager, would give you cause for con- 

Not that you could do much about 
it, because parents have a notoriously 
difficult time figuring out what to do 
with their teenagers. 

Arn’s expression about the relation¬ 
ship between men and women is 10 
times more true of parents and their 
kids through these most brutal years 
of their lives together: “How are we 
going to land on the same moon. We 
don’t even come from the same 

Most kids, though, eventually grow 



I is a member of 
I The Ontario Community 
I ) Newspapers Association 


out of it, for lack of a better 
way of putting it. 

In the words of Mark 
Ttoain: “When I was a boy of 
fourteen, my father was so 
ignorant I could hardly 
stand to have the old man 
around. But when I got to 
be 21,1 was astonished at 
how much he had learned 
in seven years.” 

Without saying the par¬ 
ents are always right, which 
is nonsense, most young 
people do get over their 
(often justified) angst with 
the world. 

The problem for Mr. 
Salinger, apparently, is two¬ 
fold. 

First, the biggest reason 
he was able to put his char¬ 
acter into words so well is 
that it sure looks like for the 
most part he was Holden 
Caulfield — not very con¬ 
tent with the world, and not 
very pleased or comfortable 
with the rest of the people 
in it. 

And, as a very well-to-do 
and very famous full-grown 
author and man, it seems 
that he remained Holden 
Caulfield — a self-exiled 
recluse and anti-celebrity 
who was “good and sick” of 
seeing his own picture on 
the cover of his own book, 
and who had no great fond¬ 
ness for the rest of the folks 
who occupied this planet. 

A truly classic case of 
money can’t buy you happi¬ 
ness. Neither, as any tabloid 
will tell you, can fame. 

By contrast, here’s Old 
Am, a writer of inconse¬ 


quential stories with a read¬ 
ership of what, 20? (Sure, 
but six of those are hard¬ 
core fans), 31 years into a 
happy marriage, lots of 
friends, a very contented 
and satisfied middle-aged 

Yeah, he is just like his 
character “Arnie” — skinny, 
eccentric, absent-minded, 
sometimes foolish, some¬ 
times bumbling — but also 
easy-going, friendly, com¬ 
passionate, able to laugh at 
himself more readily than 
at someone else, and per¬ 
haps above all, happy with 
himself and the people 
around him. 

Anyone who reads any of 
Amie’s stories knows that, 
even when the writer Arnie 
is poking fun at the charac¬ 
ter “Arnie”, Arnie has great 
affection for “Amie.” 

It would be a less sure bet 
to say that J. D. Salinger 
really liked Holden Caul¬ 
field — possibly, maybe 
not. 

But J. D. could never in 
his life have made use Am’s 
quote to his wife: “When¬ 
ever I’m finished on this 
earth, I’d like you to put me 
in an urn by the fireplace. 
And I’d like there to be a 
little plaque on that urn 
that says; "I had a great 

Too bad, you know, but, 

“I had a great time” is an 
awful lot better way to close 
out your life than, “I didn’t 
enjoy the ride much, but at 
least they’ll remember me 
200 years from now.” 


Ask the - 


HEALTH EXPERT 

CHARLIE FOX 
“The Garlic Guru” 

Why Kyolic brand Garlic? 
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Get a Handle on your Cholesterol! 

For people who are concerned with controlling 
at Kyolic* 


original product. Kyolic* Aged Garlic Extract” is 
scientifically proven to be effective! Why is that 
important? Well, you work hard for your money 
and want to invest in natural products‘ 


of Kyolic* Aged Gadic Extract™ 

Kyolic* has been research proven to lower the 
risk of cardiovascular disease by enhancing 


triglycerides and platelet aggregation. Kyolic* .... . . 

has also been shown to benefit your immune Leclthln has b , een „ 

system by enhancing various essential component of cell membranes that surround 

1 • • ■ - and protect all cells. It plays a key rale in the 

metabolism of fats and cholesterol, prevenbng 
their inappropriate disposition in tissues such 
artery walls, liver, kidneys, brain, and 



immune factors such 


anti-body generation. Kyolic* 
achieved by starting with only the highest 

organically grown garlic and a 20 month other organs. Lecithin 



Hn.Sale.Mow. 
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FORMULA 100, 

FORMULA 104 
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GROUNDBREAKING: Expansion supported by federal fund 


Town hall getting $380G addition 


In a repeat performance, Pelham 
town council members and Niagara 
West-Glanbrook MP Dean Allison offi¬ 
cially marked the beginning of con¬ 
struction of an addition to the Pelham 
Municipal Building. 

Last fall, most of the group stood on 
the roof of the building to cut a ribbon 
for a second floor extension. 

However, plans were changed. A 
redesigned addition on the ground 
floor will include a new council cham¬ 
ber along with committee room three 


big lot filling in a driveway leaving th 
building’s back parking lot. It i 
expected to improve safety 

The 108-square-metre addition will 
cost $380,000 with $160,000 provided 
through the federal government’s 
Community Adjustment Fund (CAF). 

Charter Commercial Contractors of 
St. Catharines won the tendered bid 
for the work. 

“Today’s event reaffirms our gov- 
*’ ing investment to help 
lities create jobs and 
’’said 
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Fonthill Shopping Plaza 
Highway #20 

FONTHILL-ON i 


“I’m very pleased to be 
able to see our efforts come 
to fruition and the town 
hall addition go forward to 
the benefit of those who 
work here and the residents 
who use these municipal 
facihties.” 

Allison said Pelham has 
been fortunate to receive a 
number of infrastructure 
grants including one for 
work on its downtown 
streets and another for 
Haist St. reconstruction. 

It looked ahead and had 
the plans in place, said Alli- 






ie was thrilled to be 
breaking ground for the 
town haU addition. 

“With the addition of a 



WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

From left: Chief administrative officer Martin Yamich; Couns. Peter Papp, 
Sharon Cook and John Durley; Charter Commercial Contractors pi 


v council chambers, dent Don Ward; Mayor Dave Augustyn; MP Dean Allison and Couns. Debbie 


three offices and a commit¬ 
tee room we are extending 
the life expectancy of our 
municipal building to ulti¬ 
mately provide better, more 


Urbanowicz, Jim Lane and Dave Emmons. 


efficient service to 


Fonthill Montessori 

PreSchool 

PANCAKE LANE, FONTHILL, ONTARIO 

OPEN HOUSE -JK&SK Registration 

Feb. 3rd to 11th • Call Wendy for an appointment 

A Montessori Enriched Preschool For Your Child! I 

Don't Delay, Call 905.892-0522 or 905.892-9884 1 


IT S THAT TIME OF YEAR 


WANTED Exhibitors 

15 th Annual 

Pelhami 





_ re 

SHOW 

BEST PRICED HOME SHOW 
IN GOLDEN HORSESHOE 

HURRY! GOOD BOOTHS GOING FAST 
APRIL 16* 17* 18* 2010 

PELHAM ARENA 

Call Brian Steven 905-892-6372 | 

>r email: fonthillkinsmen@hotmail.com 


“The town’s new council chambers 
will allow for a multi-use meeting 

The flexible, fully-accessible area 
will be available for community 
groups to meet and for the town to 
hold its regular meetings.” 

It will include wiring to aUow coun¬ 
cillors to access reports through 
laptop computers or computer termi¬ 
nals as weU as improve presentation 
options. 

The municipal budding has under¬ 
gone internal renovations to make 
better use of space. Much of the plan¬ 
ning and work was done by town staff. 

The new extension will include 
offices for the mayor and the chief 
administrative officer and their assis¬ 
tant. It will free second floor offices 
for recently hired staff. 

Don Ward, president of Charter 
Commercial Contractors, said there 
was a lot of interest in the project 
because it’s a time of year when the 
industry isn’t too busy. 

His company’s bid of $327,698 was 
the lowest of nine. 

Allison said the government of 
Canada is providing almost $12 bil¬ 
lion nationwide in new infrastructure 
stimulus funding over the next two 

The addition to Pelham’s town hall 
is one of the local projects in Niagara 
West-Glanbrook to receive funding 
through the Community Adjustment 

During construction over the next 
couple of months, Pelham town coun¬ 
cil and its committees will meet at 
Pelham Fire Station No. 1 on Regional 
Rd. 20 in Fonthill. 

The municipal building, however, 
remains open for regular business. 

wcampbell@wellandtribune.ca 
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■ SHOPPERS CARES: Tree of Life lifts spirits of Pelham agency 
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WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

Frank Sicoli, owner-pharmacist of Shoppers Drug Mart in Fonthill, presents Pelham Cares president 
Gail Hilyer with $1,897 raised by the pharmacy's Tree of Life Christmas campaign. Fran Bouchard, 
right, of Shoppers Drug Mart, encouraged the greatest number of customer donations, said Sicoli. 
This is the second year the fundraiser - it spread donors' paper leaves over an tree and across 
Shoppers' window - directed money to Pelham Cares. Sharon Pesant designed the window leaf dis¬ 
play, which Bouchard said encouraged people to make donations. 




Join the First Avenue family for the Winter! 

Leave the shovelling and Winter worries to us. 

Enjoy delicious meals and all of our services and amenities. 

CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 
OUR ALL INCLUSIVE DAILY RATES! 


<5 

CHARTWELL 
FIRST AVENUE 


163 First Avenue, Welland 
Call 905-735-5333 
CHARTWELL ww.chartwellreit.ca 




Award of Excellence 

Placing Rina one of the very 

TOP PRODUCERS across Canada 

Diamond Award 

Placing Rina in the TOP 3% of 
the Residential Market 


22 Years of Award Winning Real Estate Sales 


G&uatsjJ 

can RinaTtepanier 

Your Real Estate Professional 


tired 905-980-JJ99 ROY^ LePAGE 
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WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

Conservative revenue critic, MPP Lisa MacLeod. 


THE 

Whisk & Ladle 


•S COOKING CLASS SCHEDULE 


SOMEUKE IT-24 
/YV/ COOKING CLASS 


THEW^K&LADUECEUEBRATES I LIGHT Ulthe, 

Thz WakedChcft'. ttcMif KITCHEN 

SATURDAY, FEB. 20 m • 1 -5PM WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24 th • 6 -9PM 

$ 80 PER PERSON I $ 75 PER PERSON 



DENTURISTS 


■ PELHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION: Group hosts economic forum on HST 

A taxing time 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

The harmonized sales tax, 
which combines provincial 
sales tax and goods and ser¬ 
vices tax, will be either an 
advantage or a burden. 

It depends on how you look 
at it. 

Consumers could see 
increases in prices after June 
30. Some business people 
could see savings because they 
will claim larger sale tax cred- 

Others will see new expenses 
as sales taxes are added to ser¬ 
vices once exempt. 

If you’re a Liberal you’ll call 
the HST a step into the future; 
if you’re a Conservative, you’ll 
call it as a tax grab. 

Pelham Business Associa¬ 
tion’ s economic forum for 
small business at Lookout 
Ridge Retirement Community 
on Wednesday heard those 
opinions and more. 

Keynote speaker Liberal 
MPP Yasir Naqvi, parliamen¬ 
tary assistant to the Ontario 
minister of revenue, said the 
HST takes provincial taxation 
into the 21st century. 

“We can no longer work in a 


system devised in the 20th cen¬ 
tury if we want our businesses 
to grow, to make more money, 
and to hire more people,” he 
said. 

The adoption of the HST is 
one part of a three-step reform 
of taxation by the provincial 
government. 

The other two are decreases 
in personal income tax and 
slicing corporate taxes, he said. 

It will help make Ontario 
more competitive in a global 
economy by reducing costs to 
do business in the province, 
Naqvi said. 

“One tool available to a pro¬ 
vincial government is to reform 
our tax structure.” 

Business operators will now 
be able to get a tax credit for 
the full 13% HST, Just as they 
now claim the 5% GST on 
goods and services they buy for 
their business. 

These saving, he said will be 
passed on to consumers as 
businesses make prices more 
competitive. 

Small business will now deal 
with one tax collector, the fed¬ 
eral government, rather than 

“We are getting out of your 
way,” said Naqvi about the pro¬ 


vincial tax collector. 

Cuts in corporate income 
taxes and an elimination of a 
small business surtax will 
move Ontario businewsses to a 
more competitive point and 
away from a situation where 
businesses face a 33% of taxa¬ 
tion on the money they make. 

“The only time you will pay 
tax in Ontario will be when you 
turn a profit and that’s the way 
it should be,” he told the busi¬ 
ness association. 

Conservative critic for reve¬ 
nue MPP Lisa MacLeod, who 
was subbing for Conservative 
leader and local MPP Tim 
Hudak, called the HST a $3 bil¬ 
lion tax grab. 

She said it was brought in by 
the Liberal government with 
unprecedented swiftness of 
three weeks rather than the 
usual six months for new legis- 

“That’s why we introduced 
500,000 amendments to make 
the point they just didn’t get it.” 

MacLeod said the HST will 
hit seniors on fixed income 
particularly hard. They will pay 
8% more on non-discretionary 
items each day. 


See HST | Page 9 


Health Care Professionals You Can Trust 

The perfect fitting denture starts with a strong foundation based on comfort, specializes knowledge, expertise, and the confidence that your needs are being treated 
by a caring professional - your local Denturist - the Denture Specialist. 


DENTURISTS ARE DENTURE SPECIALISTS 

The personailized and professional services offered by your Denturist-who has extensive training-attend to each detail of your denture care, from the initial consulta- 
tio, design and fabrication, through to the final fitting and aftercare, so that you can concentrate on living your life to the fullest. 

Do I Need a Denturist? 

As denture specialists, Denturists are the professionals in replicating your natural teeth, and can be consulted without a referral. If you have missing, broken or loose 
teeth, or a dentre that is more than five years old, take a few minutes for a consultation with a Denturist. Many options are available, and your Denturist will find the 
solution that is right for you. 

Services offered by Denturists 

• Consultation and oral examination • Complete and partial dentures 

• Implant supported dentures • Repair of broken dentures 

• Relining and rebasing of loose dentures • Cleaning and polishing of dentures 

• Soft liners for sensitive gums 

Denturists must be licensed with the College of Ontario in order to practice in Ontario. 


(CallCCol CflCddC (Consultation 


788-9676 


3-547 Thorold Rd„ Welland 
Corner of Thorold & South Pelham 

Daisi Grabovn 



Do you know someone who 
would like to receive the 


Smni 



The T, MINI 


Now Available by Mail 
EVERY WEEK! 
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■ HST 

Small businesses told howto prepared for new blended tax 
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■localbrief 

INSTANT RICHES 

Ann Oates of Fonthill has won 
$25,000 playing the instant lottery 
game called Stacks of Cash. 

Her winning ticket was purchased 
at Shoppers Drug Mart on South 
Pelham Rd. in Welland. 

Oates won on game No. 1542. 


Ontario Lottery and Gaming is a 
provincial agency responsible for 
provincewide lottery games and 
gaming facilities. 

Since 1975, OLG lotteries, casinos, 
slots and resort casinos have gener¬ 
ated more than $28 billion for the 
benefit of the Province of Ontario. 

Gaming proceeds support Ontar¬ 


io’s hospitals, amateur sport, recre¬ 
ational and cultural activities, com¬ 
munities, provincial priority pro- 

This includes such things as 
health care and education, and local 
and provincial charities and non¬ 
profit organizations, through the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation. 


* GIANT TIGER JH 

YOUR ALL CANADIAN FAMILY DISCOUNT STORE® 





Visit Giant Tige r 
forattyo urs * 
needsat great 

low prices 


AND BOTTOMS 


Until February 27 th , 2010 (Reg. 9.99) 


Visit your local Giant Tiger at #20, Hwy 20, Fonthill for the FUN and the SAVINGS 
To view our weekly flyer visit: www.GIANTTIGER.com 




■ TAPPING TALENT: Niagara Falls Art Gallery visits Glynn A. Green 


WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

Above: Artist Raissa Quine-Fuller with the Niagara Falls Art Gallery guides 
Grade 2 students at Glynn A. Green School in the drawing of a polar bear with 
a fish in its mouth. Gallery artists instructed primary students in sessions last 
Wednesday. Grade 2 teacher Tamara MacKenzie said both kids and parents 
love the work these classes produce. Below: Artist Amy Gilbert guides kinder¬ 
garten students through the steps of drawing a figure. Kindergarten teacher 
Patti Parker said students put more detail into their art work in the weeks 
after the sessions with artists. 



SAVE $ 30 00 \Ml AIR duct 

Duct Cleaning IriFA N SYSTEM CLEARING 

(includingAll Hook-ups)regJIM | clear rn ~—*- - —----- 

Now *79 + *8 per vent j ^ 


Guaranteed 

Over 16 Years Experience 


SAVE s 200 


ou suffer from headaches, allergies, 
........la or nasal congestion? 

Clean Air Ducts can help you breathe easier. 










































Sun. Feb. 7th at 6pm 

Watch The Big Game On One Of Our 
Seven 50" Plasma T.V.'S 


All-You-Can-Eat Half Time Buffet 
Ton's Of Prizes 


per person 


HWY. 20, FONTHILL 905.892.4949 
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■ WINTER: Had enough of Jack Frost? 


■ REC CENTRE 


Cold freeze makes things hot for travel agencies 


MARKTAYTI 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

Negative temperatures are proving a big plus for local travel agents. 

Pam Overholt, of Cruise Holidays in Pelham, said Canadians searching for 
warmer climes is helping to fuel the travel industry. 

“We haven't stopped since November,” Overholt said. “We are into another 
wave right now.” 

Overholt said “consumer confidence has returned to the travel industry” and 
people should not trust the U.S. media when they hear reports that travel is 

“We haven’t stopped,” she said. “One thing about Canadians, those who are 
used to having winter vacations are not giving them up.” 

She said cruises are popular because they move around and are not subject 
to regional cold snaps that can leave travellers wishing they had gone else- 

She said Hawaii is basically sold out for 2010. She is already booking for 2011. 



Meanwhile, the first cold snap in January helped ring in 
the new year at A Little R and R Vacations in Welland. 

Shirley Porga, an owner at A Little R and R Vacations, 
said Canadians definitely start chasing the sun when the 
mercury dips to -20 Celsius. 

They start thinking of life on the beach in places like the 
Dominican Republic, Cuba, and Mexico -or sitting on cot 
on an luxury ocean liner cruising the Caribbean. 

“People are looking for all-inclusive beach holidays," she 
said Saturday as temperature dipped to -11C. 

Porga said people taking flight in January and February 
can still get some deals before March break, when prices 
tend to go up. 

Also, the H1N1 influenza scare is no longer an issue 
because most Canadians have had the vaccine. 

“We got a few calls about Haiti but the earthquake has 
not affected people who are travelling to the Dominican 
Republic,” she said. “We had people in the Dominican 
Republic during the earthquake who were unaware there 
had even been a earthquake.” 

Porga said cruises are “very big” in 2010. “At one time, 
cruises were just for the elite. Now they’re for everybody.” 

She said many of the people travelling this year are 
“more cost conscious.” 

Alfie D’Uva, of D’Uva Travel Ltd. in Port Colborne, 
agreed business picks up when temperatures dip down. 

“There are a lot of deals this week and next week,” D’Uva 
said. “The phone has been ringing pretty good.” 

He said a person can escape to a four-star hotel in the 
sun for $700 taxes included. He said getaways to Cuba, 
Mexico, Costa Rica and Panama are all in great demand 
right now. 

“Cruises are reasonable but people can run into expen¬ 
sive flights getting there,” he said. 

D’Uva also said the economy is “not out of the woods 
yet” and “there are still a lot of people out of work.” 

“People who are going away are looking for value,.” 

He has spoken with customers who booked cruises and 
drove down to Florida. Others have embarked on cruises 
leaving out of New York and New Jersey and flown out of 
Buffalo. 

D’Uva said people travelling to the Dominican Republic 
do not have to worry about flight delays and H1N1 is not 
an issue for Mexico. It’s business as usual at the resorts. 

mtayti@wellandtribune.ca 



- LENNOX) 

U Hi Efficiency 
FURNACES 

h om e Comfort Sys tems V.A. HOFFMAN 

SINCE 1895 64033122 


Report 
expected 
in April 


John Durley 


PelhamNEWS Staff 

Consultants putting together a plan 
for a new Pelham recreation centre 
are expected to bring in a major 
report in April. 

Ward 3 Coun. John Durley, chair of 
a special town council committee 
looking at recreational facilities in the 
town, said the con- 
I sultants plan to have 
I a report together in a 
I couple of months. 

I Last week the 
I Quartek Group held 
ts second workshop 
nth arena and other 
iser groups to draw 
iut ideas for com- 
1 bined community 

centre. About 50 
people attended the workshop. 

Durley said it included placing 
components of a recreation centre on 
diagrams of possible sites along with 
considering component options. 

The town has six possible sites for a 
community centre. 

During the workshop, Durley said, a 
town-owned site at Rice Rd. and 
Regional Rd. 20 drew the most sup¬ 
port because of its high-profile loca¬ 
tion, available sewer and water ser¬ 
vices and town ownership. The least 
popular location was the current 
arena site because of its limited size 
and an amount of housing around it. 

A community centre would include 
a twin-pad arena, swimming pool and 
community meeting. Around it would 
be tennis courts, ball fields, soccer 
fields and parking. 

Durley said the building would be 
set up to allow for a common shared 
area with observation, food, wash¬ 
room and other services. 


It would improve efficiencies of the 
building, he said. 

The consultants are to come up 
with a conceptual design the town 
could use if funding from federal and 
provincial governments becomes 
available. 

“The idea is to create a plan to keep 
on the shelf so that when a window 
comes open, we can use it,” he said. 

It could allow for work to be done in 
phases, he said. 

“The bottom line is, if we don’t get 
funding from elsewhere, we can’t go 
ahead,” Durley said. 


wcampbell@wellandtribune.ca 
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sports 


■ MINOR HOCKEY: Novice reps don’t know the agony of defeat 

Unbeatable 


For PelhamNEWS 

The Tim Hortons Pelham Panthers 
novice rep hockey team captured the 
Niagara District Hockey League regu¬ 
lar season title with a record of 24 
wins, four ties and no losses. 

TVventy-eight games without a loss 
is an incredible streak at any age, in 
any sport. 

Coaches Brent Mergl, Pierre 
Blanchard, Joe Glen, Joe Natale and 
Mike Repar have done a great job 
developing player skills, confidence 
and team chemistry. 

The team has an amazing defence 
backed by the goaltending of Nicholas 
Yioldassis and Evan Macpherson, who 
combined for eight shutouts and a 
stingy 1.50 goals against average this 
year. 

The defense was very strong, led by 
Max Blanchard, Lucas Fast, Connor 
Adams, Michael Rossi and Justine 


Barnsley. The offense was equally 
strong, fuelled by relentless fore 
checking, pinpoint passing and skill¬ 
ful shooting. 

Pelham recorded five victories over 
the past few weeks to close out the 
regular season. 

Pelham defeated a strong Thorold 
team 3-1. Following a scoreless open¬ 
ing period, the teams traded goals in 
the second period with Alex 
Blanchard scoring for Pelham. 

In the third, Pelham applied good 
pressure and were rewarded with a 
Garrett Jackson goal set up by Alex 
Repar. Ethan Mergl salted the game 
away on a nice feed from Josh Glen. 
Macpherson was acrobatic in net to 
earn the win. 

Next, Pelham visited Welland, 
emerging victorious 6-1. Quentin 
Annunziatta scored twice, and Alex 
Repar, Mergl, Jackson and Max 


FENWICK SOFTBALL 
9010 BEGISTRATI0K 

Teams for ages 3-19 JP < 
r Blastball, Junior, Intermediate, ^^'4/ 
Senior & Division A \... x 


Registration forms available on line at: 
www.fenwicksoftball.ca; the Fenwick or Fonthill Branch of the 
Pelham Library; the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building in Fonthill. 


I - 

WALK-IN REGISTRATION 

II FOR ALL DIVISIONS 


II Date: Tues. February 16 th 
| Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Place: Fenwick Lions Club 


I 


Completed registration forms 
may be mailed to: 

Fenwick Softball, Box 407, 
Fenwick, ON LOS ICO. 

To contact Fenwick Softball: 

call: 905-658-9FSA 

email: info@fenwicksoftball.ca 


For more information on the league and early registration deals visit our 
website at www.fenwicksoftball.ca ^ 157 



iELHAM 

yMTHCRSm) 


Blanchard once each. Yioldassis turned back all but one 
shot in a solid performance. 

In a battle of the two remaining unbeaten teams, 



Pelham emerged victorious to hand 
Grimsby their first league loss, 5-3. 

The teams traded goals in the first 
two periods. Quentin converted a 
breakaway pass from Alex Blanchard 
and Mergl, Joey Natale tipped in an 
Adams shot and Jackson jumped on a 
loose puck set up by Mergl and Glen. 
Barnsley started a fast break to Natale 
who found Connor Walton breaking 
in for the game winner. Glen sealed 
the win converting passes from Fast 
and Mergl. 

Pelham visited Wainfleet Saturday 
and emerged with a dominant 15-0 
win. Repar, Jackson and Glen 
recorded hat tricks, Alex Blanchard 
and Max Blanchard added two goals 
each and Walton and Mergl one. 
Campbell Veld recorded three assists. 

Pelham closed out the regular 
season at home against Welland with 
a 6-2 win. Walton potted the hat trick 
with Glen, Veldl and Mergl also scor¬ 
ing. 

The team celebrated their amazing 
year and is excited to move onto the 
regional play downs against top con- 


Supplied photo 

The Pelham Panthers novice rep team 
completed its regular season of 28 
games without a loss. 
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■localbriefs 

TURNING VOTERS TO THE NET 

Residents will have a way to check 
via the Internet if they are on the civic 
voters list for the municipal election. 

The town will spend $1,050 to sign 
up for the MW Lookout Web Service. 

“If the elector's name appears on the 
voters list, there is another screen 


which provides information on where 
they vote," said town clerk Cheryl 
Miclette in a report to Monday's general 
committee meeting of town council. 

“The service only allows the elector 
the ability to look up their own informa¬ 
tion and does not provide the entire 

She said the service could eliminate 


many calls to town hall. 

"If their name doesn't come up, then 
they know they should contact town 
hall. It's an added service,” she said and 
does not replace the present system of 
mailed out notices to electors indicat¬ 
ing where they vote. 

Chief administrative officer Martin 
Yamich said "it opens town hall 24/7 


and could save a lot of hassle and time 
on election day." 

DRUGS SEIZED IN FONTILL 

Police agencies seized drugs and 
arrested a Fonthill man last Friday. 

The Provincial Anti-Violence Inter¬ 
vention Strategy - a partnership of 
Niagara, Hamilton, Halton and Brant¬ 


ford police — seized an unspecified 
amount of cocaine, oxycontin tablets, 
cash and a vehicle from a Fonthill home. 

Thomas Anderson, 36, is charged 
with possession of cocaine for the pur¬ 
pose of trafficking, possession of oxy¬ 
contin for the purpose of trafficking and 
possession of property obtained by 
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BREW ON PREMISE 

BREW & WINE SUPPLIES 

“R.M 

BREW MASTER 

• 120 styles of Wine available at all times 

• We provide expert advice on the best choices 
of wine to make 

• Carbonated wines for that special occasion 

• We cater to the do-it-yourselfer with kits, 
advice & equipment 

Act Mfc qotc &eleflnate 'tyuvi 
TVedcUtty o % /ttuUven&vuf, in Style 




WARM 

UP 


...your home for winter with a new 
ligh energy efficient heating system. 

We service All makes & models 

• Maintenance 

• Furnaces 

• Air Conditioning 


o 

BOB REID 


Heating & Air Conditioning 

Residential - Commercial 

905 - 892-7787 


To advertise 
in this spot; 
please phone 

(905) 

732-2414 

EXT. 458 

PlIliBNEWS 


■ RECIPE 

Curry chicken 
soup with apple 

H ere is another light ‘n’ healthy 
recipe for everyone who is 
watching their waistlines but not 
wanting to sacrifice great flavour. 

Warm and fabulous, with Just the 
right tangy apple zip, this soup will 
keep you full and satisfied. 

Serve with a big ol’ crisp salad and 
dinner (or lunch) is ready. 

Tip: If you can, make this soup a 
day ahead. The flavours taste even 
more scrumptious when they have 
had some time to come together. 



Columnist Name 


COLUMN 


ltbsp canola oil 

1 large yellow onion, diced 

2 stalks celery, diced 

3 cloves garlic, minced 

2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and diced 

2 tsp hot Madras curry powder 

1 tsp ground cumin 

1/2 tsp ground coriander 

1/2 tsp ground ginger 

6 cups chicken broth 

1/2 cup brown rice 

12 ounces chicken breast, cubed 

1 cup coconut milk 

ltbsp lemon juice 

1/2 bunch cilantro, chopped coarsely 
salt and cracked black pepper to taste 

Heat oil in a Dutch oven over medium-high 
heat. Add onion, celery and garlic; cook, 
stirring often, until softened, about 5 min- 


Add apples, curry powder, cumin, coriander 
and ginger and cook, stirring often, until 
the apples begin to soften, about 2 min¬ 
utes. Add broth and rice; bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat to a simmer and cook, uncov¬ 
ered, for 12 minutes. 

Add chicken, return to a simmer and cook 
until the chicken is cooked through and 
the rice is tender, 12-14 minutes more. Stir 
in coconut milk and return to a simmer. 
Remove from the heat; stir in lemon juice, 
salt and pepper. Garnish each bowl with 
chopped cilantro. 

Ruth Nixon is the owner of the Whisk 
and Ladle on Canboro Rd. in 
Ridgeville. 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Q gj SSU™ El Efl 1ST □ 
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Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: pelhamnews.classifiedextra.ca 


Online partners: 

i^mlU ca 


Employment 

Education 


Community 


Notices 



^AHoOf. 



Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 
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ATTHE LIBRARY 


AUTHOR READING: INCONTINENT ON THE CONTINENT: 

Author Jane Christmas brings a humorous twist to the 
travel writing genre. Her two previous books — The Pelee 
Project: One Woman’s Escape from Urban Madness and 
What the Psychic Told the Pilgrim: A Midlife Misadventure 
on Spain's Camino de Santiago de Compostela - both 
Canadian bestsellers, reveal a fresh, audacious voice. 
Sunday, Feb. 7, at 2 p.m. Cost: $5. Please register ahead. 
SCRAPBOOKING MEMORIES “PINK PAISLEY STYLE” 

A fun memory-making scrapbook page workshop. Great to 
get you going. Theme colours are chocolate and pink pais¬ 


ley. All supplies provided. Minimum age 13. Cost $8. Please 
register ahead. Takes place Monday, Feb. 8, at 6:30 p.m. 

SESSION II: TRAVEL - “BUCKET LIST’ II 
Pam from Cruise Holidays Niagara will present ideas for 
destinations which are off the beaten path and as well as 
UNESCO World Heritage sites which have been designated 
by the UN to be of “outstanding value to humanity.” Tues¬ 
day, Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m. Cost $2 per person.Register ahead. 

VISITTHE BANNED BOOK WEB LOG 

at www.pelhamlibrary.blogspot.com. 



AROUND TOWN 


SATURDAY, FEB. 6 

FOX AND WOLF NIGHT OUT: The second annual fundraiser 
for E. W. Farr Memorial School at Old Pelham Town Hall. 
Chef Wolfgang Sterr will demonstrate how to prepare 
dinner. Tickets $30. Call 905-892-2668. 



Wells of Hope, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Casablanca Winery Inn, showcase a range of products and services at this one-day 

Grimsby, contact John van der Zalm at 905-330-9745 or event. 

Wells of Hope at www.wellsofhope.com. Tickets $50. 



Network Classifieds: Advertise Across Ontario or Across the Country! Fur “.Vr”'' 
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COUNTRY HARVEST 

WHOLE GRAINS 



GREEN GIANT 

VEGETABLES 

PEAS, NIBLETS, CREAM CORN, 
GREEN OR WAX BEANS 


NATURE VALLEY 

GRANOLA BARS 

WiW4 

WONDER 

WHITE 

BREAD 

ROMAN 

GNOCCHI RAVIOLI 
OR TORTELLINI 

M* 2/*4i 

ROMAN 

LASAGNA 

a® 9* 

^OTATOCHIPS 

« 2/ $ 5 ' 



BABY GREENS SALAD MIX large i lb. bag .SPECIAL $2.99 


RED DELICiOUS 
or MUTSU APPLES 

m 

SEEDLESS 

ORANGES 

£99 

l JSSfek NO. 1 GRADE CALIFORNIA 

i 1 '.. ANDY BOY BROCCOLI 

89! 

"ENGLISH 

CUCUMBERS 

449 

M 1 » 

"white" 

POTATOES 

M I 10 LB. BAG 

““aSuST' 

PEARS 

99? 

SWEETRED 

PEPPERS 

<J49 

NO. 1 GRADE CALIFORNIA 

% IITOUTOr 

99 c 


ASPARAGUS 

|99 


Affordability of local 
housing impacted by 
Harmonized Sales Tax 



Cathy 

Berkhout-Bosse 

REALESTATE 

VIEW 


\f\l hile the residential 

V V resale market 
recorded a mere 1.3% 
decline in unit sales during 
2009, total new housing 
starts in the Niagara region 
dropped by whopping 25%. 

An atmosphere of uncer¬ 
tainty continues to cast a 
shadow across the potential 
for recovery is this vital eco- 

The latest cloud on the 
new housing horizon is the 
pending implementation of 
the harmonized sales tax on 
homes valued over 
$400,000. 

According to the Niagara 
Home Builder’s Association, 
the complex transition 
period that accompanies 
the new tax regime will seri¬ 
ously impact housing 
affordability and will nega¬ 
tively impact the job cre¬ 
ation performance of the 
construction industry. 

According to Chuck 
McShane, president of the 
Niagara Home Builders’ 
Association, “once the new 
tax is imposed every home 
over $400,000 will face an 
additional $6,000 in new 
taxes for every $100,000 
that the price is over the 
$400,000 threshold.” 

Unfortunately for the 
local housing industry, this 
increase comes in the wake 
of the recent double 
whammy of the unprece¬ 
dented levels of inflation 
applied to development 
charge fees at both the 
municipal and regional 

At last week’s Pelham 
Business Association eco¬ 
nomic forum, McShane 
pleaded to Minister Yasir 
Naqvi, parliamentary secre¬ 
tary to the minister of reve¬ 
nue, that he takes a mes¬ 
sage to the current Liberal 
government that this 
$400,000 threshold needs to 
be re-addressed. 

The HST will also impact 


buyers and sellers of re-sale 
properties as there will be 
8% more taxes applicable 
on legal fees, appraisals, 
real estate commissions, 
home inspection fees and 
moving costs, adding a pro¬ 
jected $1,500 in new taxes 
to the average residential 
real estate transaction in 
Ontario. 

For existing homeowners, 
the HST also adds hundreds 
of dollars in additional tax 
on utility bills, on home 
renovations and the cost of 
property mamtenance. 

As our provincial politi¬ 
cians go on the road in an 
attempt to reassure Ontari¬ 
ans that the shift to a con¬ 
sumer tax system will yield 
worthwhile benefits to our 
overall economy those of us 
in the trenches of the local 
housing industry are left to 
both handle the explana¬ 
tions to our customers and 
collect the cash on behalf of 
our revenue strapped 
public service. 

Cathy Berkhout-Bosse, HBA, 
is a real estate broker and 
writer living in Pelham. You 
may read past columns at 
http://blog, berkhoutbosse. 



WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 
Niagara Home Builders'Asso¬ 
ciation president Chuck 
McShanespeaks at the 
Pelham Business Associa¬ 
tion’s economic forum last 














































































